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£5k for new roof

New Roof!

The pre-school has been awarded £5,000 towards a new roof.  Pre-school made an application for part funding of an entire new roof for the building. The need comes after a section was repaired six months ago, when water leaked through into a wall, and it was advised that the whole roof would need replacing in the near future.

The grant has come from shoe retailers, Schuh.   Pre-School wishes to thank parent Gareth Eighteen who works for the company and who told us about the charity fund The Schuh Trust which we could apply to.

Supervisor Emma Kemp said, “This is fantastic news. The money will go a long way towards the cost of a new roof.

“The committee's sensible fiscal strategy means we will be able to fund the rest from our coffers.

“A big thank you to Mr Eighteen for telling us about the fund. 

“It's also the maximum grant the Schuh Trust award so we are extremely fortunate in the current economic climate. 

“It will mean the building will be in tip top shape for today's children as well as future children who will come to Micklands Pre-School.”
The grant comes off the back of the National Grid award of £400 towards our continuing program to replace all the windows and doors in the building. National Grid employee, committee member and pre-school parent Chinedu Orji told us of the possibility of the grant and helped with its submission.

Emma said, “We are very grateful for parents telling us about their company's grant schemes and would welcome any more suggestions as to where grants can be applied for.”

The roof is due to be replaced over the summer holidays.
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Easter Bonnets

We are having a Easter Bonnet parade on Friday 30 March, and are hoping you can make a bonnet at home with your child. Get your child to bring them in and there will be a parade in both the morning and afternoon sessions on the day with a small prize being awarded to all children who take part throughout the week.
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1st RAG rating

The pre-school has been awarded a 'first' by passing a Reading Borough Council inspection with flying colours.

The RAG rating looks at around 100 areas of pre-school from business planning, management, training and support for children. Each area is rated red, amber or green. 

The pre-school was awarded green in every area.

Emma said:  “Although we think the work we do with our children and behind the scenes would meet the highest scrutiny, it is amazing that outside bodies can come in and confirm this. 

“There is a lot of hard work that goes into achieving this by all members of staff and the committee but it's all worthwhile when we can achieve such big regard from the local authority.”
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Chicks

With spring almost upon us, pre-school is excitedly awaiting the arrival of the chicks on 23 April. It's the third year it has been home to the incubated eggs.  We all watch the bedraggled chicks grow into fluffy yellow bundles. 

The children love seeing the eggs crack and the chicks come out and then be able to have a cuddle and feed them. (We think it’s a hit with adults too!)

The children get an introduction to life cycles as well. When the chicks are given back, they go to a farm in Wiltshire.  
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Healthy teeth

The children have had a visit from oral hygienist and pre -school mum, Louise Piercy. 

She spoke to the children about foods that were good and bad for teeth.

She also told them the importance of cleaning teeth and showed them how to clean them properly using a large puppet horse, with a big set of very real looking teeth. 

We even turned the role play area into a dentist and all the children received a teeth cleaning chart to use at home.

Emma said, “This visit was great as we were able to reinforce all the advice in our role play area. 

“Hopefully the dentist will not now be an anxious experience for the young children as well. A big thank you to Louise for coming in.”
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Mother's Day 

For the annual big thank you to mums everywhere, children have invited mum and female relatives to pre-school.

They have enjoyed elevenses in the morning or high tea in the afternoon sessions. The children have been baking cakes and making sandwiches for their mums for a chance to spend some one-on-one time with each other.
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Marking special days

Throughout the past term, children at pre-school have participated in a range of activities to mark special days. For World Book Day on March 1, some of the children took the bus to Caversham library to have stories read to them and browse the large selection of books. 

Pancake Day was flipping fantastic with children helping prepare the batter to be cooked in our interactive kitchen. The treat was also the snack of the day served with healthy, fruity toppings.

On St David's Day, the children drew pictures of dragons and made junk model daffodils. Preschooler Oliver Preston brought in his pet bearded dragon for show and tell. Children brave enough could have a hold while others just had a stroke. Oliver told the children how the lizard had to be looked after and his home as well as its sleeping habits and food. The children did find out it was not a fire breathing dragon! Leek and potato soup was whizzed up from scratch for snack time too making it a truly Welsh day.
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Resources

The pre-school has a variety of resource packs parents and carers can borrow to gain a greater knowledge into some aspects of their life with their children.

These packs range from healthy eating, numeracy, creativity to IT. These will be loaned out to families for a 2 week period, to help support activities that will enhance your child's learning. 

Emma said, “They are filled with many fun resources such as board games, books, cameras and walkie-talkies - depending on the bag that is chosen. 

“They are all accompanied with an information folder explaining how the resources can be used, questions that may prompt your children’s thinking and imagination and ideas of other activities you may like to try at home.”

Please speak to Emma if you would like to have a look at a pack and borrow one. 
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Parking

We remind parents to park with care in All Hallows Road. Please do not park over driveways and on the grass verges. Please be aware that funeral corteges have sometimes been unable to progress to the crematorium because of cars parked while other cars have been scratched by lorries. Traffic wardens and PCSOs have been on patrol recently too. Many thanks for your cooperation with this.
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Voucher Collection

A quick reminder to you all that it’s that time of year when we collect Tesco for School and Sainsbury’s Active Kids vouchers.  We would be grateful if you could bring these in so we can add them to our collection towards new equipment and resources for the pre-school.

We also collect year round empty ink cartridges and old mobile phones for our recycling scheme.  Also the Nestle Box Tops for Books – simply cut off the vouchers from the tops of Nestle cereal boxes such as Shreddies, Cheerios and Shredded Wheat.
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Diary dates

Last day of term: Friday 30 March

First day back: Monday 16 April.

Closed:  Thursday 3 May (Polling Day) and Bank Holiday Monday 7 May

Half-term:  Monday 4 June - 8 June

First day back: Monday 11 June.

End of Term: Thursday 19 July
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